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This model cf the navy tugboat NIPMUC was done by Gene Conlon. from Massachusetts. 
Gene spent a years on this tugboat while serving in the U,S Navy. Artwork on this 

PACE WAS CONTRIBUTED BY HIS FRIEND, RUSS PARMERTER. A NEW MEMBER OF THE SIBAA 
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Dear members - Last magazine you received TWO small inserts, 
hte was the UNCLE SAM WANTS YOU poster and the other a Tfteo tugboat that was 
supposed to be included with THIS issue . Mixup in communications there . This issue has 
somewhat of a tugboat theme. The cover artwork was done by a new member, Russ 
Parmenter. He happens to be a friend of Gene Conlon - whose ship work is also featured on 
the cover. This quarter has been such a busy one! Since the beginning of the year l have 
been working on SIB demo projects to take to Plymouth , Massachusetts for special days they 
war having there in July for the 50th Anniversary of the Mayflower II. I was invited to do 
SIB demos at Pfimoth Plantation. Demos are still fairly new to me. I had done them the first 
time officiary at Mystic Seaport fast year with Ralph Preston. Before that only informaffy for 
actors on the set of The Good Shepherd. I needed better demo tools and displays so spent 
MONTHS putting these together : I had Jerry Ross , who lived in MA nearby, help me with 
demos dockside. Several SIBAA members afso stopped in, so it turned out to be a mini 
convention for one day - quite fun ! The days in Plymouth were great and Buck and I even 
got to ride the members boat following the Mayflower II on a rare sail into Cape Cod harbor. 
What an experience that was! Made it worth aff the effort getting ready! I'm now rushing 
to finish up the final pages of this magazine. Had started severaf pages earlier thankfully . I) 
you don't see your material in this issue - keep watching in future editions. 


Send Material for the Editor to 

5075 Freeport Drive, Spring Hill, pi 
E-Mail-btlshprt £ innet.com. 
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I'm Back, And first the good nows, Duncan Gray, President 
of the European Association, is out of the hospital and 
recovering slowly at home. Good to hear from him, and I 'am 
sorry your son i'snt a great gardener. Just planted my 
tomatoes last week and they are doing fine. AND A BIG, 

THANK YOU to, Russell Rowley, Alex Cuthbert, Hugh Fyffe, 

Bill Sheridan, At Campbell, Robert J. Camobcll, Dr. George 
P. Hoskins, Donald Sample, Herb Manley Jr. and Bob Stetson 
for their donations to the associa t ion . And speaking of 
donations, we are out of ship's plans. 



Now , lets refill those bottles. 


WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBERS. 

Francis Neumann, 48465 Juswood Ln . Chesterfield, Michigan, 48051. 

E-Mail FPN1932@yahoo.com. 

Eric J. Richter, Aramco Dhahran Box 9964, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 

E-Mail richteej@yahoo.com. 

E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGES. 

Burt &Ryva Reck 1 os, burtryva@comcast.net. 

Alan Rogers, artful-uk@talktalk.net. 

Roger A. Holt, roger.holt@paonline.com. 

WELCOME BACK MEMBERS. 

Lowell H. Downer, 4060 Tivilli Ave. Los Angeles, California. 90066-5104. 
E-Mail ind53@earthl i nk . net. 

Leonard Finn, (Send mail to. Nancy O'Conner P.O.Box 337, Chatham , MA . 02659 
Robert Wood, 13 Watson Ave. Middleport, New York. 14105. 

E-Mail gtassbw@verizon.net. 

Jin Wortman, Talbot Street Ship Shop, POB 460, St. Michaels, MD. 21663. 
E_Mail jin@talbot-ship-rail.com. 


A dangerous new virus is being distributed electronically. 

It is called the Worm Overload Recreation Killer (WORK). 

You can get WORK from your boss or colleagues. 

Do not touch it. 

The virus will wipe out your private life. 

If you come into contact with WORK, there are two antidotes. 

You can purchase Work Isolating Neutralizer Extract (WINE) or 
Bothersome Employer Elimination Rebooter (BEER). 

They're available at your local grocery store 

Take repeatedly until WORK has been completely eliminated 

Forward this warning to five friends If you don't have five friends, 
you're infected with WORK and it is controlling your life 
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Circular Punch 

By John Fox III 

I often find the need to make many as nearly identical circular pieces for my various modeling 
efforts. In my search to find methods to make such items as quickly and easily as possible, I have come 
up with a nice way to make punches that are capable of cutting circles of various sizes out of just about 
any soft material. 

Originally I always used nested brass tubing to make my punches. 1 would simply find the closest 
match between the tube inside diameter and the desired size of circle needed. A one to two inch piece of 
the tubing was then cut, and one end of the tubing sharpened by grinding against a Dremel Moto-Tool and 
a cutoff wheel. I grind the sharp ends of my tubing to approximately a 45 degree angle, being very careftil 
to grind the tubing equally all the way around. I finish up sharpening the tube end using some fine emery' 
cloth. 

I then simply place the material I wish to punch circles out of on top of a hard piece of wood, 
place the punch over the material and hit the top of the punch lightly w ith a tack hammer. It takes a bit of 
practice with each different material and thickness in order to find just the right amount of force to hit the 
punch w ith. Too little force and it does not cut through the material, too much force and it cuts into the 
wood beneath, or w orse yet starts to dull the cutting edge of the tubing by causing portions to fold over. 

Depending on the hardness and thickness of the material being cut, only a few circles can be cut at 
any one time, then they must be cleared out of the punch. I use a piece of w ire, or a length of drill bit 
shank that will lit reasonably tightly into the tubing, to push the circles out of the punch after every 3 or 4 
circles have been cut. If too many circles are cut before removing from the tubing, they can clog the 
punch up to the point that removing the circles damages them. 



Photo #1: This photo shows a variety of circle punches that I have made and used, on the far right is 
a piece of guitar string/w ire that makes a very effective remover for the veterinary needles used for 

some of the punches. 

The photograph above show's one of the problems w ith the brass tubing punches, that the end one 
hits with the hammer starts to mushroom inwards and outwards after some use. I clear out the inwards 
mushrooming of the brass by using a drill bit and pin vice. 

In my never ending search for finding small tubes to make circular punches out of, 1 stumbled 
upon Veterinary needles, for injecting medication, at a local farm oriented store. Ihese needles work 
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terrific, they are much stronger than brass, come in a wide variety of sizes, and have a heavy end opposite 
the needle tip that stands up well to hammering. It takes a bit more to sharpen these punches, as they are 
considerably harder than brass tubing, but this also means they will punch through tougher materials and 
don’t get dull as quickly or easily. I cut off the very tip of the needle before sharpening the end, due to 
their normally having an angled opening on the sharp end. 

Another thing that I have found is that one can make it easier to sharpen the end of a tube by 
placing the tube over a short piece of very stiff* wire, or a drill bit shank, that does not go all the way to the 
tip of the needle. One can then grasp the drill bit shank in some fashion and hold the needle tip against a 
spinning cutoff wheel. If one holds the tip of the needle in just the right place, and at the right angle, the 
spinning wheel will not only grind the needle tube, but it will spin the tube on the drill bit shank at the 
same time, making it easier to grind the tip evenly. One has to be very careful when sharpening a tube in 
this manner, if you stray into another area of the spinning cutolf wheel it is possible to “shoot” the tubing 
quite a distance away with considerable force. 

I’ve cut thin construction paper with these punches, to make deadeyes for my models. I’ve also cut 
thin sheet styrene for carriage wheels, as well as for winch and capstan parts. I've even used the punches 
to cut 1/8” thick plastic into larger circles, which were then cut into quarters to make air 
scoops/ vent i lators . 


If you have painted a beautiful sky in your bottle, you can embollish the 
background with some flying seagulls. 

Fold a piece of white paper as shown in sketch ’a’ and draw several birds of 
about the same size as indicated. Cut them out with a nailscissor and open them 
as you can see in the enlarged sketch 'b\ Colour the birds on both sides with 
Indian ink or similar. 

Put a little bit of glue on the front of the bill. Press this part together but keep the 
tail open without tearing the paper. As soon as the glue is dry the birds can go 
into the bottle. 

Put a very small drop of glue on your work-bench and put the bird with its tail into 
the glue. Take the bill carefully with a pair of tweezers and put the bird into the 
bottle. The tail of the bird will stick to the glass, but the bird may have a tendency 
to fall over. No problem! Turn the bottle so that the bird hangs down on its tail. 

Let dry! 

Always put the birds into the bottle before you insert the ship. It happens 
sometimes that the bird falls down and it is difficult to recover the bird from 
behind the ship. 

In a round bottle don’t put the birds too high, but keep them near the centerline 
or even below 


SEAGULLS IN YOUR BOTTLE! (B. dr JongsUf) 
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THEODORE TOO, a Tugboat 

by Joe Barr 


THEODORE tugboat is a popular children's 
television character and there are a number of 
videos and books on the market with 
THEODORE as the main character, Cochran 
Communications Incorporated of Halifax, Nova . 
Scotia produced 130 episodes of the series before 
ceasing business operations in April 2002. The 
THEODORE Tugboat series aired daily for nine 
years in Canada and in the United States since 
1997. You may have seen some of these shows - 
however, you may not know that there is a life- 
sized replica of THEODORE which sailed the 
waters of Canada and the United States. During 
the summer of 2001, the tug toured the Great 










Lakes and she has visited 76 cities all over 
eastern North America. That vessel is named 
THEODORE TOO. The 'real" THEODORE is a 
model that is used in producing the television 
shows on a set, so the life-sized tug has "TOO" 
added as in 'Theodore also". THEODORE TOO 
was constructed at Snyder’s Shipyard in Nova 
Scotia in 1999-2000. She has a wooden hull and 
wooden /fiberglass superstructure. Since this 
vessel was built to promote the Theodore 
Tugboat series, she's always in pristine condition 
and almost always on tour. You can find all 
about this vessel at the following web page - 
http: / / www. theodoretugboat.com/ start/ and 
you can see many more in process photos at the 
SIBAA website http: //www. shipsinbottles.org/ 

The plans on the right were drawn from 
numerous photographs that 1 took when 
THEODORE TOO visited Windsor, Ontario in 
September 2001. Sadly, it was the week of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks, so THEODORE TOO flew 
her flag at half mast and few families visited the 
vessel while she was in town. Still, the vessel 
looked great with her simple color scheme of 
black hull with a thin yellow stripe, deep maroon 
decks, tan cabins and mast, gray life boat and 
cranes, and bright red ball cap. Since crossing 
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Theodore Too - pg 2 


the IJS- Canadian border was not encouraged the 
week that the vessel was in town, THEODORE 
TOO made a special cruise close to the Detroit 
side of the river to let the American kids get a 
good lexik at her. 

The hull of this model requires a lot of carving 
since there are hardly any straight lines on it. 
Both ends arc rounded and the railing is quite 
high. I used a block of pine for the hull. The 
curve of the deck is so exaggerated that I ended 
up using a coping saw to carve the curve into 
the block of wood and then sanded it smoot h. 
THEODORE S hull took a lot more work than I 
had anticipated when i started. After shaping the 
hull without the railing, ! drilled three holes 
through its sides and then cut it in half 
lengthwise. The three holes were used to position 
three wooden dowels for alignment of the two 
halves when I reassembled the pieces in the 
bottle. I glued on a piece of acid free water color 
paper for the deck and trimmed it flush with the 
hull and painted it deep maroon. I made the 
railing out of the same thick paper and glued it 
on after I painted the inside tan. Where the 
paper met Lhe hull, I glued on cotton twine to 
serve as a bumper. The entire outside of the hull 
is painted black except for a piece of thin yellow 
thread that I glued on just above the bumper. 

The cabins were made of scraps of w'ood w f ith 
acid -free paper glued on to provide a good base 
for the acrylic paint. The maindeck cabin is 
w'herc the actual vessel is steered from. The 
three portholes in the front are the "bridge'’ 
windows. To get the port holes painted evenly, I 
use the pointed end of a bamboo skewer. I dip 
the tip into black paint and carefully touch the 
tip onto the cabin. This results in nicely round 
portholes. The bottom of the main cabin had to 
be sanded as a curve so that it would sit flush 
with the deck of the curved hull. 1 drilled two 
holes through the main cabin into the hull and 
positioned little bamboo dowels on the deck of 
the hull to help position the main cabin when it 
w*as installed in the bottle. 

The "head of THEODORE is a wooden dowel 
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Theodore TOO - pg 3 


covered with acid free paper. The top of the head 
is cut at an angle so that the bail cap will fit on 
correctly. The nose is simply a dowel that has 
been rounded with sand paper and glued into a 
pre-drilled hole. The eves arc painted paper 
glued on. The ball cap is a wooden sphere cut in 
half. Wooden spheres are available at craft 
stores. I hand cut the wooden sphere in half, 
then glued on three pieces of thread to highlight 
the triangular sections of the cap. I glued this 
half bail onto a sheet of acid-free water-color 
paper and then cut around the base; this added 
the bill of the cap. Then I cut a small piece of 
paper for the "button” on top of the cap and 
glued it on where the threads intersected. The 
whole hat was painted red and the bill is rolled 
up a bit. The hat is simply glued on top of 
THEODORE S "head" after the tug is in the 
bottle. The cabin aft of THEODORE’S head is 
made of wood just like the main cabin. The fore 
part of this second deck cabin was 9anded into a 
concave shape so that it would fit flush with the 
dowel head. I simply wrapped a piece of sand 
paper around a dowel and sanded the concave 
shape into the cabin. Both pieces, THEODORE'S 
head and the cabin, were glued together. 

The smoke stack presented its own problems. 
After trying various ways to form it, 1 ended up 
using a scrap piece of mahogany, cutting it to 
the general rectangular shape, then sanding it 
into an oval shape. I sanded it again to give it the 
proper overall shape and then cut out a right 
angle so that it could be glued onto the top 
cabin. This isn't a simple round or square stack 
like other vessels have. The stack is painted 
white with a black top. The logo for the stack can 
be found on the Theodore Tugboat website — l 
simply hand-painted it cn the stack. Using Crazy 
Glue, I glued on a piece of copper wire for the 
mast along with thinner pieces of wire for the 
supports. These were painted tan. I drilled a hole 
into the back of the stack and glued in a small 
piece of wire to serve as a flag pole for the hand- 
painted Canadian flag hung on black thread. The 
lifeboat is carved from a w r oodcn dowel and the 
two cranes are made out of bamboo and paper. 
The lifeboat and cranes were glued onto the 
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snick so that so that me assembly could bc 
handled ns ore piece when Inserted into the 
bottle. 

\ was now ready for the finish inf* touches l made 
a small hatch for the rear deck. It s a twnaii psccc 
o I wood wxtls acid- free paper glued on lop. The 
lire* are pieces rut from a small black, tube and 
glued or. to the hull with On* y CJluc The ladders 
that go from the mail; deck lo the second deck 
are nuidf? of copper wire and Crazv Clue. The life 
rings were made by cutting slices from a smali 
p, as tic tube and then painted orange. The water 
tank at the rear of the stack arc dowels with 
thread glued on them to imitate: the scams and 
they arc painted white. Finally the running Lights 
were from small pieces of paper bem into the 
shape of an X The inside is pointed black and 
ihc outside is painted tan. T rut small glass 
bends with a wire cutter and take the best piece 
ro use ;is the 'tight* Remember: grecr for 
starboard (right'} und red for pert (left*. This 
completed die tug. 

Putting the huh into the bottle made me think 
iong and hard, but T fruilly came up with a 
simple solution for putting the split-hull inside. I 
wrapped masking tape around the ends of 
wooden dowels rind pressed the t*.pe again si the 
side of the hull. Then ! could manipulate the hull 
halves inside the bottle. I added glue and 
pressed them together, i then taped the uoweis 
at the mouth of ’Jnc bottle so that there would be 
pressure against the hull nalves as they dned. i 
let them dry over nighi and tile mask? rig pipe 
came off easily and the huil was solid . 

i prepared the bottle earlier. As usual, i etched 
my name and date and the identity of the vessel 
onto the bottom of the home. ' mixed glazing 
putty, boiled linseed oil and oil paint for the 
water and added it to the bottle after swishing 
some rubbing alcohol around inside the bottle. 
The alcohol prevents the * sea from sticking u> 
the glass, but the alcohol evaporates in a day or 
two and the sea then bonds with the glass. I 
made two nng bill seagulls out ol paper and 
glued them to the glass so they are flying over 
the tug and l also added a buoy to the scene too. 
After the vessel was included and everything 
aned, l used a hair drier to blow hot dry air into 
the txitUc, corked it, and put sealing wax over 
*hr cork with an impression of an anchor. A 
Turk's head knot finished off the model. 
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Internet pbuto> above used with pcrmt<^kxi 
Color photo insert used with permission of Nov* Scotia 
Tourism, Culture and Heritage - www novascotw.com 


8 





a week in Plymouth, Mass. 


Back in January this year I was asked to be part of something really special - 
the anniversary celebrations for the Mayflower II in Plymouth, MA. My 
part was to demonstrate SIBs for member days in July at Plimoth Plantation. 
Having only done the Mystic demos and still having limited displays and 
materials, I set about with preparations for the upcoming events. THIS time 

I wanted hands-on demonstrations - allowing kids and grown-ups alike a 
a chance to put a ship in a bottle themselves. I also wanted a 3D display board showing the step by step 

process of making ships-in -bottles. The demo model had to be a tough little ship that would withstand lots 
of insertions even by children. I settled on a basic schooner and used some new r techniques gleaned from 
a recent LAS1B magazine that showed some super sturdy folding hinges. Just what was needed for this. 

Buck and I headed to Plymouth early so wc could get settled 
in and see the local sites. Plimoth Plantation was a SUPER 
place to take photos - like stepping back in lime to the mid 
1600's. We had fun interacting with the reenactors w ho had 
to stay in character for that time period. I even tried trading 
with a Wampanoag native (one of my walnut shell mini 
ships) but the guy kept asking me in his native tongue if it 
was a ship for ants (T think). It was fun trying though. Demo 
day was great at the Plantation with lots stopping by to try 
the demo ship. Several SIB A A members stopped in to say 

hi too. Nice surprise! Gerald Ross, one of our SI BAA members, 
also did demos dockside near Mayflower II. We had a German 
member drive down from Maine to meet us too. One evening wc 
got to meet Chris Cooper, an actor who lives there in Plymouth. 

He's been in LO TS of movies including the Bourne movies and 
Breech. I made sure to get a hug for my collection. On Sunday wc 
were able to ride in the members’ chase boat behind die Mayflower 
II on a very rare sail into Cape Cod Bay. That was the highlight 
of the week! The weather was ideal for sailing and the day was 
perfect tor photos. Watching the ship being towed out and set free 
with a tiny armada of modem w atercraft following was an 
experience one doesn’t easily forget. Between us. Buck and l had 
over 500 photos. Picking the best for publication wasn't easy ! 

9 . 
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SIBAA members on hand for the SIB demos on July 20th: 
Gene Cordon, Dave Conrad. Gerald Ross, and lerry Butler. 



The simple “hands-on" demo schooner model that Terry made for this SIB demo day was EXTRliMbLY popular with young 
and old alike. An estimated 1 50 visitors tried successfully to put this ship into it's bottle throughout the day. So many smiles! 



An overview of the SIB demo setup with displays to the left. 

1 0 - 


Kim Corben- Membership Director at Plimoth Plantation, 
takes her turn at putting a ship into a bottle near day's end. 
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Gerald Ross doing SIB demos dockside near Mayflower li using his 
larger demo model. Bek>w Teny watches the demo with others. 



Tenry and Buck Butler 
got the chance to ride 
the chase boat behind 
the Mayflower II on 
one of it’s rare sails out 
into Cape Cod Bay 
The reproduction ship 
was celebrating it\ 
50th anniversary and 
several original crew 
members who sailed it 
from England 50 years 
ago w ere on board for 
the occasion. What a 
beautiful sight to see! 



Hein/. Wlodarczak, from Germany, came to meet Terry in 
Plymouth. He was in the US visiting his daughter in MK 
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THE THIEI KNOT 


by Kevin Barry 

This knot was shown to its sea cadets bv a ureal WW2 Roval Naval veteran 'F.rnic Mason* from Grirnshv. 

• 

He explained that he and his fellow mateloe's used this knot on their kit bags, so if they were on a train and 
had to leave there kit bag in the carriage while they went for a beer or to the toilet, they could tell at a glance 
if any body had been in it when they got back. I my self use this method on our suit cases w ith piece of black 
shoe lace tied to the *ips (along with a padlock of course) when we go abroad as extra security' against dodgy 
baggage handlers and if we have to leave them in a Hotel 'safe room*. You will notice that an ordinary reef 
knot has the two short tails on the same side, but the thief knot has them on opposite sides, and of course the 
thief would assume it was a reef knot and retie it as one. Well if you don't use it for lilts purpose you could 
always use it as party piece. Handing the 'reef knot' to somebody, you turn your back, ask them to either 
undo it or leave it and you can tell them what they have done 


I lope you can follow tl>e photos. Good trapping. 


QXe 


*V. 
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A professional symbol - in a bottle - would seem a nice gift If, that is, one gets the symbol 
correct. My initial plan was to bottle caduceus' for those in medical fields. Several dictionaries 
defined that staff of Mercury (or Hennes) as a symbol of the medical profession. It is also used on the 
collar insignia of the U.S. Army Medical Corps. Books 1 consulted on the connection proved vague. 
Some aspects of the symbol seemed inappropriate. 

My questions were posed in a letter to the AMA (American Medical Association). Their 
archivist kindly replied with copies of several fascinating articles from medical journals. Those 
related that the caduceus was "mistakenly" adopted by the Army in 1902 and -indeed- thought to be 
incorrect. The proper symbol for their profession is the staff of Aesculapius (the God of Medicine 
mentioned in the first line of the Hippocrates Oath and incorporated in the AMA symbol.) 

The staff of Aesculapius (or Greek Asklcpios) is described as a staff w ith a single entwined 


serpent 

Legend is, tlie Physician observed a snake rejuvinate another snake by giving it a specific herb, which 
was also beneficial to humans. 

Curiously, some specialties (Otolaryngology and Opthalmology) prefer use of the caduceus. 

Medicine bottles and scent bottles seem suited for containing such symbols. In mine, I drilled 
a small hole in the center of the base to accept a small styrene rod or the necked-down end of a 
wooden staff. For the former, a close fitting styrene tube is used for the stall, cemented onto the rod. 

The entwined snake(s) required some experimenting. One that seemed best involved using 
rotary tools to make a die in hard plastic, coating the die with vaseline and then smoothing silicone 
caulking into the die. The silicone can be painted while still a bit sticky. If you wail until the silcone 
is dry , the paint will flake oil. 

When the silicone lias dried, it can be pcx'Jed from the mold and trimmed (using curved nail 
scissors). The flexible snake(s) can then be adhered to the staff* with bits of silicone glue or caulking- 
before inserting into the bottle, if the bottle neck size permits. It is best to leave gluing of the snakefs) 
head(s) until after they are in the bottle. 

Due to the controversy over the symbols, it behooves one to first check which is favored by 
the intended recipient. 

C.A. I land 
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Medical Staffs lns*de Caraffes - by C A. Hand 







Q\lot» and "Then... 

(JJ3XJ dBBB9 CCB39 0GHJ7 6BBB9 dJnJ&HJJ 




Don Hubbard No he doesn’t really 
have heart problems. Just seeking 
free wine Same Civil War costume 
both photos except Don says in the 
NOW photo It’s unbuttoned and 
unzipped Now photo age 80 -2006 
THEN photo age 13 - 1939 


Tom Smith - NOW photo - age ‘’39“ for 
the 37th year Tom's THEN photo was 
taken in the late 4Q’s “back in the hood* 
in Boston during his high school years 
Tom's wtfe didn't think he’d send this 
photo in. so she dared hrm. 




Terrv Butler - NOW photo 3ge 53 - taken 
after lasik eye surgery and finally getting nd 
of the glasses 1 THEN photo taken at about 
age 3 probably - in the backyard of her 
Midland. Michigan home Note the 
ringlets Must have been a good hair day 
because usually it was a curly MESS 


Ralph Preston - Our perpetual 37 year old 
NOW photo - age 37. 

THEN photo - maybe REALLY 37. 



Have NOW and THEN photos to share? E-mail to: ashipladv@earthlink net 
or snail mail to: Terry Butler. 145 W Wanola Ave., Kingport, TN 37660. 


60 SECOND LIFE STORIES 


Tom Smith - 
Canton. Georgia 



Bom in Boston, MA m 1931. Starting building ship and plane models in 
grade school After graduating from college, spent A years on active duty 
in the Navy (1953 - 1957). About half that time aboard an escort aircraft 
carrier (USS Mindoro CV6-120) which was part of an ASW group When 
RAD, spent the next 45+ years in sales/marketing of electronic components 
to original equipment manufacturers. During that time I lived in 6 states. 
Moved to AL in 1971, to GA in 1987. Retired ui 1998, and stalled building 
SIBs. I ‘unretire” eveT> couple of years, usually to work in photography 
related fields, foe a year or so. Presently working as a Photo Lab Technician. 

In our extended family, my w ife, Jackie, and l have 8 children (lost a sou in 
2006), 15 grandchilden, and 3 great-grandchildren Keeping track of birthdays, 
graduations, etc. is a full-time job Hobbies: Photography, military history, 
SIBs, and surfing the Internet. 


Bom in New Jersey 40 minutes drive from Manhattan in 1965. Most of my summers 
were spent with my mother's parents in Bricktown, NJ. My love of the water came 
from my Grandfather ,the creativity was instilled by my Grandmother (maiden name 
De Medicci) and encouraged by both of my parents. Plastic models abounded at our 
house. I caught the Titanic bug at age 10 and my love for liners blossomed from 
there. Diagnosed as a free spirit by the family in my mid teens 1 painted many towns 
and cities red prior to entering the US Army at the age of 2 L I spent two of my four 
years service time in Germany, entitling me to see much of f.urope. Through the 
University of Maryland overseas I earned my 2 year associates in mechanical 
drafting. At 24 I had a rebirth in spirit and lifestyle which helped me to rediscover 
my creativity . I settled down in Savannah, GA, a beautiful and histone city of the 
South. Building houses and painting ships became my new loves. I have been 
re-creating the lives of US Passenger I iners from the SS Savannah of 1819 up until 
the MS Ifridc of America of 2006. My wife Cyndic and l married when I was 28. Wc 
created an instant family of 5 and twins came m 1996 bringing the total of our 
household to 7 individuals. In 2002 I started a welding business part-time which 
has over taken all other business ventures I have been involved in. My first project with ships in a bottle will be the SS America 
at 7 1/2 inches in length. My life’s goai will be to have written a 6 volume book on the subject of US flagged passenger vessels 
from the SS Savannah of 1819 all the way to the two new vessels of the American Haw aii Cruises which one now sail for NCL 
America as the Pride of America. 1 am currently researching and drawing plans of US Flagged passenger ships to fill the pages of 
these books. 1 also use the plans to build scale models out of card paper in the scale ot I '900 of which I intend to start putting into 
bottles. My 1/600 scale fleet of sailing ships, liners and warships is comprised of 32 vessels. Looking forward to corresponding 
with fellow model builders. I also want to thank Terry for allowing me to expand my brain a little more by asking me to do some 
drawings for your publication. I lope you enjoy. 


Russ Parmerter - 
Savannah, Georgia 
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Adam Mello - 
Treasurer SIBAA 
Napa, California 


Adam Mello is into ship modeling because of his interest in the hisrory of 
Nautical Life and the fishing industry. He is from a sea faring family. His 
nephews were whalers in the Azores Island up to the 1970's. His father was a 
whaler and quit about 1910 in San Francisco. His father then built two smaller 
fishing vessels which Adam had some part with even at the young age of 4 or 
5. He arid his brothers were constantly maintaining the boats and it's 
equipment. Adam quit fishing in the late 50's. He's had a wide variety of jobs 
including work for the Army and Air Force. During this time his memories of 
the sea took him to carve out the fishing vessels he’d fished off in past years. 
He started in plastic and then turned to wood. His main interest is sailor built 
models fNo store purchased or UPS deliveries on board ship.) He uses 
whatever he can as recyclable material. His collection includes two five- foot 
scenes of fishing boat docks. Fitch dock has a different building from 
different eras of the dock construction. His collection includes one w ith snow, 
another summer time. One scene shows die harpooning of a swordfish. There 
is a cased model and one in a bottle - a scallopcr. There is a fishing boat 
unloading fish and other models. Adam is now the treasurer for the SIBAA. 




Brian Frantz -Glenside, PA 
SIBAA Webmaster 

1 grew up near Philadelphia, PA. After 4 yrs. at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY, I was commissioned as an 
Lnsign in the Navy through ROTC. Afrer 4 yrs. J got out and 
pursued a career in software development. After meeting my 
wife in Florida, we moved back to PA where we now live with 
our 3 children. 1 first started building SIBs through John Fox 
Ill's articles on his web site (HIGHLY recommended for 
beginners). When not working, I am a youth basketball and 
baseball coach. 1 work around the house and l cheer for the PA 
sports teams. Between work and kids I haven't built any ships in 
years, but I continue on as the SIBAA webmaster, looking 
forward to the day when 1 can get some time to build again and 
teach the kids too. The picture is of my oldest and I a few yrs. 
ago on the USS Drum (submarine) in Mobile Alabama. 



I want my bottle back! There is still a deposit on it. 
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THE SCENERY. 


From the early beginning that I started to build SIB's, l always inserted a 
few houses, a church, a lighthouse and some seagulls in the bottle. When a 
ship is lying in the harbour alongside die quay, you can make a beautiful 
harbourscenery with smoke-houses, shipyards, ropeyards etc., depending 
on w hat kind of ship you make. Put a few masts and spars on the quay, 
some small coils of rope and the quay looks alive. 

One of the most simple backgrounds that l made, w ere the buildings on 
the quay. The quay w as made of two pieces of wood glued together and 
illustrated as in the figure below . Then 1 made a row of houses in one 
piece. You can use your own imagination. 


Another w ay of making a scenery 1 learned from an old salt here in the 
harbour of Scheveningen and 1 mutated him with success. Take a square 
bottle, select a suitable picture postcard and glue that card in the bottle. 
ITiere are many tourist-shops on the shore where you can buy postcards 
with pictures taken from a ship. If you colour the sea as it is on the card, 
the coloured putty and the sea on the card will shade off into one another. 
1 put the postcard into water for some time, so that I could roll it into a 
size that would easily pass through the bottleneck. 



If you wish to build a town or a v illage in the background, then you can 
use the following method which is self-explanatory. 


A 

D 
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B. DE JONGSTE 



Michigan , who claims no experience in building (Don sent him some pics 
of the techniques) . And Eric J. Richter# of # Dhahran # Saudi Arabia# 
who has completed one sib. kit. Welcome aboard and remember that this is 
your journal# it is about you# what you do and how you do it. We want and 
need your imput, photo’s of your w r ork# hints # tips# articles. Don't be 
shy send them in. 

Dear Ray, 


l ind attached a photograph of my most recent Ships in Bottles With winters here a little 
on the cool side, recently had some minus 30 degree weather lasted a couple of weeks 
Ship modeling has become very much of a winter pastime in my retirement years. 

The photo enclosed shows a bark m a light bulb. This came about by chance when I 
accidentally hit the bulb with my shoulder and the metal end fell off All that was left to 
do was to remove the filament and inner glass piece, build a ship to go inside and glue the 
metal end back on. It worked well The other two are a sloop modeled after the 22 foot 
Dragen Class yachts of Olympic fame in the 20,s. in a 3oz sample rum bottle, the other of 
the ocean going tug the “Zwartee Zee” sent to the scrap yard in 1%3. Not sure what had 
been in this bottle 

The Schooner “ Stormy Weather” behind the Bottled ships is a kit at 125 th scale. In the 
background, you can just see the propeller, a radio controlled scratch built model of the 
harbour tug "Despatch No 9” scaled at 1 to 20. 54 inches long. 

Have been at llus now for about 15 years, winlei months only. In Summer I sail a 25 fool 
CC on lake Winnipeg after ice has gone, we get about 5 good months of sailing weather 
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, from the members 


* 




Above? Barquentine ready for bottler by Ross Ewing . N . S . W . Australia. 
Belov; Barque, r ‘ Nor fold* by Ross Ewing. 
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Belov? Aquarium Air Pump to exhaust glue fumes from a bottle. C.Hand. 
see detaile next page. 
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Charles Hand. 
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from the members 




* -TJArUXi Air. PU.b? -XEVJSTS 0 r .J3 SKJhSS 
?ZQZ & SALLOW VODKA 30TXL£ 

iioiora giuas ej.it fu..iS3 £3 they cute ant those fu-iaa c?n 
condense on too inside surfaces of the bottle. It ^eass oruoant 
to exhaust such fuisss rather than having tc aj.ta.apt ^ '5?T' 
clean tne insica of the bottle, which can ee .i.ficul r . *his 
scher .2 worked for a gallon vodka bottle ana I :io?a^ .ill -ivt- 

you ideas for others. w * au - 

1. Plastic drinking straw with a socon snap.' o.< ons sflu. 

2. Joint with a corrugates! piece of a s.-aller drinking strav 
inside 1, wrapped with electrical tape onto Al. tube,.. 

S/22" 0 D Al. tubing for a snug fit to the ilex. tubing, 
which is Pont to facilitate avoid cisturbing cho .ic.el in 
the bottle. To bend, fill tubing with water, pluygiap -30v.a 
encs with tapered plugs (art crush handles) to prevent _olla? 3 in* 

While ceing bant. 

4 # Clsar, flexible tubing connects M. tubs, i, co Air 
5. w"dl-Hirt r ?• 1 x -• ;-1*b3. 

Puao, 5-15 gal/single outlet, 11C0 cc/rair.. , 
bock t a reoote fror. bottle so aa to avoir. 


3. 

4, 


5. Aquariura Air 
;al* iart $ 6 .95* 
recycling lu.aes. 


S. Plastic pulling cup snugly 
awl to punch exit nclcs for air 
Al. tubs, 3. 


fits gal. bottle .scuta . 

*nc a snug hole fer inserting 


7. 3<kl. Vomica bottle on stana. 

THE SIZE OF THIS GLASS BOTTLE IS BELOW. 

INSIDE SIZE OF HEIGHT IS 11. Ocm. OE WIDTH IS 6.5 no, OF LENGTH IS 19c». AND THE SIZE 

OF THE NECK IS p 2. 4ca. i 

t NIKKA WHISKEY DOUBLE SIZE BOTTLE (l,44ttol)] 


NOTES FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

bv 

l>on Hubbard 

Again, our thanks to our generous members who added a donation to their membership 

checks. Russell Rowley, Seattle, WA; Alex Cuthbert, Syracuse, NY; Hugh FyfTc, 
Orangevale, CA; Bill Sheridan, Southington, CT; Al Campbell, Biloxi, MS;Robcrt J. 
Campbell, Peterborough, NH; Dr. Ceorge P. Hoskins, llurtonsvillc, Ml); Donald Sample, 
Annapolis, MD, Herb Manley, Ji\, Vcrnon-Roc kvillc, CT; Bob Stetson, Marlboro, MA 

I had a wonderful letter from long-time member Russell Rowley (Seattle, WA). Russell is both 
a builder and a collector and he said that 2006 was a capital collecting year. He added 21 new 
ships-in-bottles and 5 whimseys to his collection. Four of the whimseys are quite old and about 



5 masted American Bark. I'vra of the era tun 


hall the ships also. Many were outstanding works of art as well. One 
French model was signed and dated 1908. Above are a few of the 


examples that he sent. 

From Bob dc Jongste 

Alongside we have two models 
by Bob dc Jongste in I lolland. 
Popeye is the work of a very 
clever guy with a great sense of 
humor. 
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American Bark oa the rocks with lor a 
Joogslr 



PofKyr tryiiR In escape by 

palliag the cork.. Bob dc 
Jonsstr 


AI Campbell, Biloxi, MS 

A1 Campbell's letter of May 28 th mentioned that he has been living in a FEMA trailer since 
Hurricane Katrina wiped out his original home so the last 1 8 months have been a builder's limbo 
for him (despite some roughed out hulls). The good news is that sometimes in late June or early 
July he will be moving into a new house that he has built. He'll be back building again after that 
long hiatus. Best Luck AI. One interesting thing he mentioned. While weaving his way to the 
Maritime Museum in Lisbon, Portugal, he came upon a brass plaque on a set of doors that 
displayed a seven masted schooner in a bottle. Anyone have a clue whose house it was? 


Bill Weiscr, Florence, OR 

Bill is noted for his book describing the techniques for putting aircraft in bottles This is not his 
only ability as you will sec from the following pliotos. They are all classic examples of the 
bottlers art. 



Coluwbta River I ightxhip. 1951 1979. Light pwfrrt 
by pr •tight Imttrry »n have 



V&& M«iar, 1*901*9*. Blowa ap ia Havana Harbor 



192* Met or am* Dttriag Farm a* Regular Tractor 



K(li III -I iHury) Iroqaoisr HrUrupIrr 
1956 ? 



MrOoaaet Doagtas L4 Phaato® II 


Now it is easy to 

see that Bill is a wonderful builder and you probably 
realize that his book would offer some unique and 
important insights into our art form.You are right. If 
you wish to order the book, please contact Bill at P.O. 
Box 2694, Florence, OR 97439 


Sec vou in the next issue of our ever improving newslctterrfik>h liubbard 
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NOW HEAR THIS! 


Our voiatteer arckrviut Bob Lhtk of Port Huenemt, 

C alifaruia lti$ doM au uiranWag aud valuable thing. 

AVAILABLE NOW: the first 90 msmem of Boftle Shipwright 
completely irthhcd ou a velMoadtng compact disk. Tha 
la cl odea all back bases from WO through 2002. Any page of 
aay bauc can be aelcctcd a ad viewed, and the comprehensive 
index lets yon pick the subject, whether pbax, imlrschoo, new 
techniques and materials, or general reference nafor uaatiuo. 

Anyone with a computer whb a CD drive srill to be able to 
read, enjoy and download articles from Urn self loading disk. 

As yon know. Bottle Shipwright «s not written by anc person, 
but by boHders who submit article* from all over the world. 

Thb b why thh archive b so valuable. The variety of *hip-4n- 
bottle ia formation b staggering. An invaluable reference. W« 
have been getting VERY GOOD feedback ou tbb dbk 

The dbk, in a durable case, ia available to members of the 
S hi pv-T tv- Bottle* Association of America for MO M) which 
0*»rlode« sbipnwog Nun m ltlt can obtain the disk for W5.0B 
nhkh Include* oae year membership ia tbe Association. 

THE SHI PS-I N-BOTTLES ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

The Ships-ln-Bottle Association of America (S.I.B.A.A.) is one of several affiliated ships-in-bottles 
associations throughout the world. All share the common goals of promoting the traditional nautical art of 
building ships-in-boules through the exchange of ideas, and the hope of advancing the cause of international 
good will by sharing mutual interests. 

White our title indicates that we are an American organization , we have members as far afield as New Zealand, 
Australia, India, Japan, many European countries, as well as throughout the U.S. and Car, an a 

Our Journal, THE BOTTLE SHIPWRIGHT, is published quarterly and introduces ideas of ship- bottling 
submitted by our diverse and talented membership. The Journal also contains news of our bi-annual 
conferences in various parts of the country, competitions and exhibits, articles about bottling ships, photon i t 
member’s works, modeling plans and other material related to the art. As a result of the Association many 
members correspond with one another throughout the world and many new and close friendships have been 

formed. 


We would like to invite you to join ms. 
Curreut due art 525,00 in U.K. currency, 
and checks should be made out to S.LB.A.A. 
Please send to: 


Don Hubbard, Membership Chairman 
P.0. Box 180550, 

Coronado, C A 92178-0550 


2 4 . 
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PERMISSION TO PUBLISH 


revised 1997 


I, _ .hereby grant the Editor of the Bottle Shipwright 

permission to publish the enclosed article/manuscript entitled: 

Photo/s captioned: 

and written/photographed by: 

(please print name in full) 

Cartoon/s,trademark/s, newspaper/magazine/newsletter articles or photographs, 

captioned/entitled, 

Written/drawn/photographed by: 

(please print name in full) 

I, hereby also grant the Editors of Buddleschiff Express, 

(Germany) The Ship Bottlers, (Japan ) Rose des Vents, ( France) The Bottle Ship , 
(European ) Welkom aan Boord , ( Netherlands ) permission to publish the enclosed 
article/manuscript entitled: . 

Photo/s captioned: ___ 

and written/photographed by:.. 

Granted, . . Not granted, indicate yes or no and initial. 

IF MATERIAL DID NOT ORIGINATE WITH THE 
PERSON SUBMITTING MATERIAL 

Enclosed herewith is the permission slip from the copyright holder to reprint the 
article/s, photograph/s, cartoon/s, illusti aticm/s. enclosed. 

GENERAL RELEASE 

I understand that the Ships-ln-Bottles Association of America, and the Bottle 
Shipwright, arc staffed by unpaid volunteers, and I agree to hold said staff, 
blameless/harmless, should my article/ manuscript/photo/cartoon, be libelous or violate any 
copyright or trademark rights of any person, corporation or company. I further agree that I 
will hold the Ship.vln-Bottles Association of America or the Bottle Shipwright 
blameless/harmless for any costs, damages, expenses that may result from said libel or 
copyright infringement. 

Address: 


State. Zip code: 


Area code and telephone number: 

Signature: Date: 

T his form must be submitted with any material for publication in The Bottle Shipwright. 

i 

4 

Please fill in in ink. You may photocopy for additional materials or contact the editor for 
additional forms. 
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